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Europe, even in Bonn itself, have completely discarded and abso¬ 
lutely condemned this method. 

Generally, judgment of the highest order and wide observa¬ 
tion are required. Continual observation of this procedure, at 
least where major and dangerous conditions are present, should 
be insisted upon, and this can not be obtained nor given by the 
ordinary practitioner; it can only find its advocates among those 
of large hospital experience. Its expensiveness makes it imprac¬ 
ticable for other than institutional application, except, of course, 
in minor conditions. 

Thus one comes to appreciate that the drawbacks in some 
degree counterbalance the proffered advantages, and it will be 
some years yet before we can strike the mean between the ex¬ 
tremes which are at present existing between Berlin and the 
rest of the medical world. 

James Taft Pilcher. 

Ophthalmic Surgery. By Dr. Josef Meller, of Vienna, 

P. Blakiston’s Sons and Company. 

While nothing less than continued actual experience can give 
to one the skill necessary to successfully practice surgery, and 
particularly ophthalmic surgery, there is published once in a 
great while a book that seems almost to be a connecting link 
between the theory and practice, and this may be stated of the 
one under review; for we rarely see a work in which the illus¬ 
trations arc as true to real conditions, or the descriptions as lucid 
as is the case here. 

The operation for excision of the lachrymal sac, which is 
being more frequently performed of late than formerly, is graphi¬ 
cally portrayed; and as much may be said concerning the opera¬ 
tions for removal of the lachrymal gland and for passing the nasal 
probe. 

The various operations upon the eyelids for entropion, 
ectropion and canthoplasty, arc made very clear, as are also those 
upon the eye muscles, including “advancement.” The plastic 
operations done upon the lids are well described. 

Much space and detail have been given to the operations 
for the extraction of senile cataract and iridectomy in glaucoma. 

Concerning the chapter dealing with the cataract operation, 
while the reviewer is in accord with most of the valuable sugges- 
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tions, issue is taken with the advice to the surgeon to stand or sit 
at the patient’s side while operating, as it is believed that the 
knife is under much better control when being drawn toward the 
operator, than when being pushed from him. The reviewer re¬ 
gards the cystotome in the hands of the majority of operators as a 
much safer instrument with which to rupture the lens capsule 
than the capsule forceps, which in the hands of all but the most 
expert may easily cause dislocation of the lens by pressure. At 
the present time there seems to be a tendency to the practice 
of performing a preliminary iridectomy in cataract extraction. 

The various steps in the operation of iridectomy for glaucoma 
are very satisfactorily explained. The reasons for using either 
one of the two kinds of knives, Graefe cataract knife, or lance, 
are set forth. The reviewer believes that there is less danger 
of injury to the lens and to the base of the iris with the use of 
the Graefe knife; and agrees with the author in believing that 
the wound made with this knife, because of its slight tardiness in 
healing, is one more favorable to the end we wish to attain. 
The author commits himself to neither choice. I11 acute inflam¬ 
matory glaucoma a general anaesthetic is to be advised, because 
of the probability of the pain making the patient intractable. 

In general it may be stated, that this volume should receive 
a most sincere welcome, as it must prove of great value to all, 
and more especially to those who have not the opportunity of 
attaining wide practical experience, for it is they who arc liable 
to neglect details that are clearly set forth in this book, and the 
omission of which often does so much to defeat the purpose 
desired. There is no hesitancy in recommending this work to 
the attention of every ophthalmologist, even for those who are 
more mature in this practice it will prove a classic in ophthalmic 
literature, and a distinct addition to any library. 

James Cole Hancock. 

Adenomvoma of the Uterus. By Thomas S. Cullen; M.B., 
Associate Professor of Gynaecology, in Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity. Large octavo of 270 pages and with 68 illustrations 
by August Horn, Hermann Becker and Max Broedel. Phila¬ 
delphia and London: W. B, Saunders Company, 1908. 

This work is based on the careful study of over ninety cases 
of this condition. The material was obtained chiefly from the 



